Subject * /lUiJiSKA Ivan Vasylovych 

hi a lecture on present situation ia the Ukraine at the Hound XafrlcH 
Club at 20 W 40 St, N.Y.C. on 23 Jun 1966. ^ 
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1. Subject was Introduced to a eb&ected audience of about 30 people -. 
by dolubnyehy Vsevolod, Chairman of the Club, as an individual belonging 
to the political group generally known as "progressives" , born in Canada 
of Ukrainian parents, teacher by profession, and who last August returned 
from Kiev, Ukr S-SR .where he had spent two years studying Ukrainistios 
on scholarship of Kolossova'o Committee, subject studied at various schools, 
attending courses at the University, Pedagogical Institute and others. 

~ h 0 

he hod two wishes which 'asked the Charman to tell the aunience,i.e. that 

. 

what he ■ •< 1 i say should not be used in press , and phis Ukrainian be 

excused if it won't beflood as it should be. (K. 13. The latter was 
absolutely superfluous since Subject s Ukrainian was perfect.) 


2. his lecture Subject started by g£» underlining the fact that 
w tereas, of course, many things had changed nowadays in the Ukraine 
in comparison with 1930's, the regiaie^efeained the same and continued to 
rely upon terror and hunger. Certainly, t .ere is no longer Black Kar/y 
cruising in the streets an§/ door-knocks at night, but arres.s continue, 
people are being interrogated,parscute<J,put under pressure aso. Hunger 
is used also In a more subtle way namely by depriving paqple of their jobs 
and thus putting them in to situation where they often have to starve. 

But the saddest aspect of present Soviet policy in the Ukraine is 
Hu. ..ification , a planned one from above, implemented forcefully and 
ruthlessly, by Hus ians and t h ei r^ue 1 p ers . Subject stressed the fact that 
there had been a tremendous influx of Hus ian element after WW II particularly 
to big cities which result became completely Hue ified. 

Party and auministrative apparatus are full of ....us., ians. Ukrainians 
are usually put in representational positions whereas real executive 
power is retained by Russians. Ministers , particularly, such as foreign 


minister 


but their ceput.ee and 


Minister of Culture are Ukrainians 


o 

r ... 
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staffs are mostly Hu3slan . The same aitaution is In the party. Here 
actually prevalence of Husoia.n elemnt i>i even higher. 

In addition many of those who seem to be Ukrainians are either Jews or 
degenerates not worthy of being called Ukrainians • Jubject gave two 
examples : IlYKIIAILENKO . sport) editor of Vechirniy Kiev ie a Jew and 
nephew of IhlGANOVIGH . 

GQWTAH - ,on-in-law of KilRUdHC ii EV is comletely Hus-ified, interested 
only in women and vodka . To one of his friends he had told at one time 
that in case there diould be another revolution such as he himself (Gont&r) 
woulk®hanged first, he is the Director of Kiev Opera and £al;.et Theater, 
ilis chief regisaeur SELA YEV and^Bxrec^or TIHOKHI N are Hue ian. 

Besides, tuere is a permanent tendency to take everything 
better out of Ukraine and transfer to Hus-ia. Thejflis, for instance, 
a good Ukrainian singer by the name HNATIUK .He is now under pressure 
to get moved to Mosoow and KOZAK , secretary of party organization of the 
Opera and Ballet Theater, is the one who leads the campain to expell 
him from Kiev. 

3. Sot only big cities but small ones as well are Husoified. 

You will hardly hear Ukrainian spoken in the streets. The same happens 
ih of, ices .:.ad other pluses. Incidentally, ijj^such ministries and offices 
as those of ministry of Culture or Education one hears Ukrainian but in 
other,! - hardly if ever. 

When Vjra VOVK was telring that she heard in Kiev and other cities 
Ukrainian and Hus .inn this was a lie because one hears mostly only 
Hus. ian. Even people speaking Ukrainian at home prefer to whisper in the 
streets or speak Russian. 

Russians in Ukraine behave as conquerors and bearers of 
higher culture. They do not *ii^le§rn Ukrainian but what's more 
they demand Ukrainians speak to t.em Hus -ian. .Subject mentioned a few 
examples : «4 mk he was told by an official in Kiev that he should talk 
to him in Hus ian because '-'the times of Skrypnik had passed by a long 
time ago" or when talk.-. ng to a conductor in the streetcar he heard two 
of his neighbors remark what a strange language he was talking. 
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..•hen at the opening of the American Exposition of Communication in Kiev the 
representative of Ukrainian government welcomed American guests in 
hussian aan4 f tue5»6£j i S8^or sSjibbed him by translating his ov/n speech into 
L ruiniau. At a kiev school where Subject finally got to after 
effort^ he ui ./covered that although the lecture was read in Ukrainian , 
evidently for his visit, manuals of English were in Russian# 

Aus i,.ns tried yUm-* to ia pose their language at the Lvov 
University by using foreign students for triat purpose* 'The,; put a few 
foreign students into every class. and since they learn first 6 months 
only lussian asked those lecturers who read their lessons swtiky in Ukrainian 
Switch over into Ruw..ian for the sake and convinience of the "guests". 

^.ost lecturers refused pointing out that it was "guests * " obligation 
lo learn Ukrainian when they wanted to study at Ukrainian universities. 

As a result special separate classes were established for foreigners 
where -lectures were read in Hus. ian. 

A similar trouble occurred at Medical Instutute of Kiev* Again 
the foreigners were used. There Ukrainians were lees lucky because 
in final result there came an order from the Ministry of Kidele and 
higher education in Moscow to read lectures in Russian* 

On the whole , lectures are being read in Ukrainian mostly only o 
humanities. As u rule all the other subjects -in Rus ian. 


4. Even such city as Poltava has Veen russified. To rub in the 
salt into Ukrainians* wound they employ only Rus. ian personeJL.. 
at the lo cal museum and one single Ukrainian ggide in case some tourist 
from Canada or the J3 would &S& for on ®* 


5. 

implemented* 0 
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fhere are many ways in which iussigication is being 
lie of them is bringing of kussi an management and 


newly built 


or established enterprises, factories, 


and 


other economic objects# 

/another o he.; transformation of ko liios py into rad hospy# In latter cases 
the management is being appointed directly from above ana as a rule 
.tUsHaviC are put in administrative and specialists* positions* 



o 
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lucid on tally * X ■ ■*..> does not rue an that r©Lia.ining kolhospy are being spared 
c# kussi fie at ion# Not at all# Again* a 3 a rule* lor instance* librarians, 
chairmen of cultural clubs aso are Pus ian# Subject discovered that 
•./hen visiting one of examplary kolhospa near ZAPGHIZHE # All walls of the 
library were covered with Pushkins and other Russian writers and poets but 
not with Shevchenko or Franko* 

Furthermore there is^ueliberate plicy to deprive Ukrainians 
of their cultural heritage and national identity# monuments of Ukrainian 
culture are being destroyed • Audi churches :.s the one in Chcrnihiv where 
bohdan Ihmelnytskyi was px'aying at one time, had been ruined. On the 
bat -le- field of Kerestechko a poultry-farm had been established# 

A kiosk stands on the spot where Shevchenko body was put when brought 
back from Petersburg# A bust eculpture of Kichurin had been 


erected whore Prince Igor was praying# Aso f asf# 


/ 


Churches continual to ;be aestroyea. Subject knew a case 
whien a church in Kiev had “disappeared* 1 during one night# soldiers did it 
on order from authorities# 

decently a new method of destruction was introduced# About 
six months before Subject’s deaprture for Canada* churches were usually 
put on fire and local authorities watched that nothing could be saved. 

Wie uQd utntuo of manuals li l e rzt tur e , u so is 

generally towfcm Lind there is no need for Subject to elaborate# Everybody 
knows how they treat Khmelnytsky* Arushevsky* and others# They even 
turned around rlrushovskyi’s monument not to let him face in proper 
uirection# 

In sum -ary* the situation is quite bad# There are Kus iarn and tat 

oppressed 

helpers* bureacr.its devoid of any com unism as an ideaj and the^people. 
incident. li.y f some pea* le abroad tai.k about coeumnists* There are 

no com uniats at all but om.y party apparatus interested in power 
and using all means to retain it. 


o 
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6* But whht about the people? How do they react and act? There is 
no doubt that people fight against the regime, in many ways and by 
different means* Borne people /show their opposition in quite a peculiar 
way* For instance, there was a case when KOSN'IYCHUK together with 
y ^diuE YnKA went to a ;,orld Peace Conference and soon afterwards some 
uniformed people arrived by trucks sdfcfck at his premisses with documents 
showing that he was going to be moved to another building in Lhe 
meantime* Indeed, tie was moved all right but untill now no one could 
find out who were those movers and where they moved xvorniyoiiuk 1 & 
property* 

.Subject knew also about a hold-up in Kharkov Bank* hven safety buttons did 
not work, so -well was evrythiag prepared. On the whole, stealing, 
organizing 1 * on the side** is quite a widespread method of resistance 
against the regime* There®# also killing of people in positions* Thus, 
when Subject was at Kangazaa resort in a sanat orium, one day the fiance 
of the Sanatorium Directress was found stabbed in the back* This happened 
in the aecon half of March 1965* 


Subject stressed that an the whole only a small group of people 
fulry collaborated with tfye regime. Be mentioned a few names; 

dKABA who is being nicknamed DKABANOVTCH after a la KAGANOVICH, 
DMYTERKC Lubomyr * 
oj1Ai, 0TA aykola , 
bIbuDID Ivan , 

NQVYCiIEKK.0 . 

de also gave their positions at the present, and on another occasion 
a ued a VELYCHEKaO* 


an the opposite side there are brave, prudent, and courageous 
Ukrainian people who stand against the occupaht* 

subject thought ■ t was best to talk in examples* iAug thez*e v/ero protests 
against small numbers of Ukrainian publication., r. ere were articles 


_ n a c i o n ce o f U r ;;ira a n cult ur e t n d 1 i ngu z ; g e , 


this occasion 


h? mliui^-aed :.AzUKYLO and his article in Znana of 1999* 

si _ — , . - * s ^ tj ,1 e s cuv ut 

c'herS /¥ .-oatises , articles, poems, ana novels m v/nxch -* 


o 
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Subject mentioned a poem of 1958 which started with t " Uhen a bloody 

V 0 r 9 .ue.uad died.., 1 '' Ho one had any doubt.- as to x^hat and who was meant 

in this poem «* No wonder the author was sum oned to the Union of Writers 
and warned. . . 

io give another example of resistance; public demonstrations in 
Kiev on the anniversary of bringing a± Shevchenko • s body from 1 etrogra d , 
that took place on 22 .hay last year and in 1964; 

Subject mentioned a similar uemonstration during Lesia Ukrainko 
celebration at which Ivan DKIUBA held a speech. 

December 196.5 or January 19 l; 4 there was organised by Ivan 
3VITLYC 1IKY an Evening devoted to S YMCNEKKO . Next week 3VTTLYCKNY 
was dismissed, fen his job. 

similarly, in 1962 or 1963 T.iKIUK , a young talented regisseur 
performed ax Mykola Kullsh anniversary. lor mentioning some passages 
on kuscif ication from one of Kulish’o works, SKAM expelled TANIbK out 
of Kiev. 

Early 1965 there was another Evening devoted to SYI-10MENK0 
and Ivan EZIUBA spoke again. 

•it the funeral of SO si U H A a knawn Ukrainian writer put aside 
his censored speech and. pronounced another one full of accusation against 
people like 3KABA and his alike. Subject did not mention the ’writer by 
name ( N.n, he was talaing about MALYSHKD Andrei) but only read a part of 
bis speech# When akt ^^ n ® his speech the ’writer looked at# 3 f±ght into 
SK ABA’S eyes and s^rybody must have noticed that* 

,.t the Conference on Culture of Ukrainian language chat took place 
in Kiev in Parch 19c 3 an engineer working at the Academy of Sciences, ukr 
SoK, by the name L.G33KO Vasyl held a ape ch in defence of Ukrainian 


culture aid language which was published afterwards in Ukrainian paper in 
Warsaw wnorc he hast- cent it. but it was not published in Kiev papers 


and b.vc use of Ihi 


:peoch LOBKG was dismissed from hie 


At oubjeut au ©d l.-.ter ->n in answering questions LOBKO remained jobles fo 


one year or so* 

7. There are also other wapons people are fighting with<«gainet 

the regime. lie meant above all humor and satire. 

These took sometimes quite odd forms. Thus there was in Kiev 

au old gentleman who pretended to be mentally ill. H© used to say 

publicly aid particularly in the streetcars that he- was Bohdan IChmelnytsky* 
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When c ieo , lo, remarking that he was crazy he used to reply that indeed he 
wno crazy , also at the time of Per eya Slav C Treaty of'Union" between U raine 

V 

‘;l ? W i illS - j. *V; ) * 

there are many jokes circulating awng population and bubject 
told a few ,most of them about Khrushchev and the party in general* mere 
also was one/ about Nasser. Some of them were rather unprintable • 

satire is mostly in the form of verses* kuch has been written 
and circulated in manuscript© on T YC H YNA , SKA BA t B I LO DID and others. 
bud T UIlA . T fo.r instance, v/houe many poems remained imprinted and will probably 
get lost, railed h'OVYCHENKO in one of his satiric poems that in poetry he 
was a policeman# OlhQD II) was ridiculed in one of z akhalavna poems for 
his the&rv of Ukrainians having two languages - Ukrainian and Rus ian* 

The poem read that Bilk) DID had two tongues, one for speaking and the other 
o n c f o r Xi c ki n. g * * © 

dithlk-TA. was also ridiculed. he is a particularly nasty typ£* 
iaz-r ->v . • fan .* * cou not stand him when he v/n s: working in ;.os cow and 

concocted a poem on human worries and troubles which eneded with n a aa 
dushe si^iaaota ,, ... 


8* In spite of .. 11 negative asp^fcis of present reality in the 

. . 

Ukraine 5 ducjeot was ouite optimistic as to ^ final outcome of this strug- le 

botv/tun t-iv ini., ns and Russians# Ukrainians are not; cowards ana toadies 
ana they will gain what they are striving for* 

9. It was all emigres 1 , or rather all Ukrainins* abroad^duty to 


1 1 e Ip t h e U iir ai n ia n people in t .. o i r at r u g\ 1 e . 
means ho w this could be done* 


faere were many ways an 


ik ...tart with there is cor.iv spo n cl en c o w,i t h people in the 'Ukraine 
which .mould be used $or sensing them ohevchenko-monument oostcaras ,uid 
- : 1 ; -i . . , .r uf; 1 1 pictures of ukr a i n i an fare h es s « . : ; r a i n i-a i v n L i>. 1 1 o r* 


o 


o 



in the UG and C 

Subject aug ested that an Album of pictures of Ukrainian insti tutions/iehoul 
be published for that specific purpose. In his opinion, emigres do not 
realise how important those snail things are for encouraginj/and keeping 
up the people’s spirit in the Ukraine. As an example, he mentioned what 
happened when he had received a postacrd with Ghevchenko monument from 
.America, everybody he showed it to wanted to h av^ one photographer .asked 
k±m ai onvQ to let him reprint it in hundreds of copies* and indeed the 
postacrd seemed to be more worthy to him than a thousand * 


.’.aether very important .factor was literature# -he emigration, 
should publish those i.-orkfl that could not be printed in. the Ukraine and 
try tc .ret them to Ukraine by all possible means* ■ 'articuiojrly works 
on -kraininn lietrature of 1930 *s are to be printed and smuggled into 
Ukraine. Ueople in the Ukraine know in general what was being published 


abraod* One literery man in Kiev asked Subject whether he could get him 
Ro/ss tril cine Vidro dzennia by Dyvnych. another one knew about irakxs works 
of Kulish having been published abroad to./ ether with memoirs of his wife* 


Ukrainian publications abroad are quite stimulating for people 


xn. 


'he j.umine and oven for authorities. There is no doubt that Ukrainian 



.u;,,etio. of KUIUYOYTCR "provoked” 

1 1 ‘ ■ L- ' iX . 


’;ae publication of Ukrainian Soviet 


--’ti.Lj. ttitohjer ret nod were con l acts v/ith Soviet, Ukrainians 


■ ore f anroaci* -no/ should ae ask^a to come here, .miere arc many good 


o e o p 1 o i*.:; ;o n g t ho s r v i at i 
en ; u.iora t ed KAIBOkvbll\ s SO 


n-g foreign countries. On 
VA , BAS 11 1 a rid D0i3H 0VjT.>SKY I 


t hi s o c c v. < >io n • : u b j e c t 
fro s' .OVA f S group. 


• •- u c j a o s t imp orfcant of al x wa c p r e o n i : ;■ g t a e U .a. r . .. i n 1 an a i i airs 

o u xii t* i ui.uiidi .• • j i am. • i. : !.*..> vvui) WjiU"G tr ] i e j.' a ... 1 lie i a _L x iiio s L u fc dy . 

On cuis .occasion Subject expressed his -.Appreciation to TOO 11 UK hryhori t 
Oiiairmaa of J lo vo «, for what he nad done in his campaign against 
inprisoriKX nt ox a . jLTO.jjuO.ihY and ilXUi3A. 


0 o 

, <• 

- 9 - 

10* In answering various question# fiom the audience Subject 
adued the following: 

a/ ,-aciio broadcasts in/ the Ukraine are almost half Russian 
and half Ukrainian# 

b/ TANIUK - a young talented Ukrainian regisseur- was expelled 
froy ; ..lev a u; substituted with ipLOSTOV 9 a lus ian. 

c/ Ukrainian records are mostly made for abroad, 
d/ Most films in the Ukraine are Russian, only a few are 
ksr. among them subject mentioned oon, Tinl aubutykfe rreokiv, 

Naimycuka # 

e/ \Z IikdvYl f S aaSbKBLS is an especially selected group for 
performances abroad. All people are tig <tly . acre. -ned and checked as to 
tneir reliability# dus...ians and Jews are prevelant# ..here are only a few 
Ukrainians# one member of dnsemble should have complained that Ukrainians 
in Canada nareti ask him whether he apo^e Ukrainian### 

t/ Whereas Kus iaa students in the Ukraine refuse to learh 
Uxrainian, ^srgians do it gladly# 

fj The strongest resistance ana hatred against Russians exists 

in flirgiaia. 

a/ Rus..iane are disay with their chauvinism ana this has been 
eugoiiuerc'd by their victory in Wd II. They feel like their predecessors after 
Napoleonic Wars# many Russian colonels remained in Alev after Ww II and 
seti’.ed down t/*er© -or good# ikey are, among others, the mein representative 
of ivussiau chauvinism ii the Ukraine# ; ,, 

x / SOLOU 111x111 , a kjissian who/wrote an article in lit era tarn ays. da 
seta against Russification v;as cu.n . oned and upbraided for it# 




